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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the im ention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the stibject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 6-15, 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Britz (US Patent # 5,414,444) in view of Knopf (US Patent # 7,170,468). 

[Claim 1] 

Britz teaches an electronic device (figures 1 and 2) comprising a display including: a first display 
unit having a first display portion (121); a second display unit having a second display portion 
(101); and coupling means (hinge 128), provided between the first and second display units, for 
freely changing the mode of the display among a first mode in which the first and second display 
portions are folded so as to face each other (See figure 1) and a third mode in which the first and 
second display units are opened such that the first and second display portions are adjacent to 
each other laterally (See figure 2). Britz fails to teach a second mode in which the first and 
second display units are opened such that the first and second display portions are arranged 
longitudinally. However Knopf teaches a mode in which the displays are either in the 
longitudinal direction or lateral direction when open (figures 3 and 4). Therefore taking the 
combined teachings of Britz and Knopf, it would be obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
of the invention to have been motivated to have used a second mode in which the first and 
second display units are opened such that the first and second display portions are arranged 
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longitudinally in order to have a display be used in multiple direction thereby making it more 

versatile. 

[Claim 2] 

The electronic device comprising the display according to Claim 1, wherein the coupling means 
(the outer body of hinge holding the shafts in figure 2) includes one or two coupling shafts for 
folding the coupling means in two or three; and rotating shafts are provided between the 
coupling means and the first display unit and between the coupling means and the second display 
unit to support the first and second display units rotatably with respect to the coupling means 
(see figure 2). 
[Claim 6] 

Britz teaches wherein at least one of the first and second display portions includes a transparent 
touch panel (col. 2 lines 52-55). 
[Claim 7] 

Britz teaches wherein the first and second display units each include an RP unit for 
communicating data information therebetween using a radio wave (col. 2 lines 17-27). 
[Claim 8] 

Britz teaches wherein the peripheries of the first and second display portions are protected by 
frames; sides of the frames which are adjacent to each other in the third mode are supported 
rotatably with respect to the other portions of the frames; and the first and second display 
portions form a single display portion with the sides rotated (figure 2). 
[Claim 9] 
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Britz teaches an electronic device comprising: a first rectangular casing including a first display 
portion; a second rectangular casing including a second display portion; and second securing 
means for securing the first and second casings with predetermined long sides thereof being in 
contact with each other (figures 1 and 2). Britz fails to teach first securing means for securing the 
first and second casings with predetermined short sides thereof being in contact with each other. 
However Knopf teaches first securing means for securing the first and second casings with 
predetermined short sides thereof being in contact with each other (figures 3 and 4). Therefore 
taking the combined teachings of Britz and Knopf, it would be obvious to one skilled in the art at 
the time of the invention to have been motivated to have first securing means for securing the 
first and second casings with predetermined short sides thereof being in contact with each other 
in order to have a display be used in multiple direction thereby making it more versatile. 
[Claim 10] 

Britz teaches further comprising a first rotating portion for rotatably connecting the first and 
second casings, wherein the first rotating portion accommodates wiring connecting electrical 
systems of the first and second casings; the first display portion of the first casing and the second 
display portion of the second casing are provided so that the display portions are arrangeable in 
the same plane; and the first and second casings are relatively rotatable about the first rotating 
portion in a predetermined plane (figure 2). Britz fails to teach 
[Claim 11] 

Britz teaches electronic device according to Claim 9, having a cellular phone fiinction and a 
television or Internet receiver fimction, wherein a cellular phone is formed when the first 
securing means secures the predetermined short sides of the first and second casings; and a 
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television or Internet receiver is formed when the second securing means secures the 
predetermined long sides of the first and second casings (col. 2 lines 59-68). 
[Claim 12] 

The electronic device according to Claim 11, wherein the first and second casings have the same 
aspect ratio (figure 2), the aspect ratio being 3:2 or 9:8. 
[Claim 13] 

The electronic device according to Claim 12, wherein the second display portion of the second 
casing forms an input part when the electronic device is used as a cellular phone (figure 2). 
[Claim 14] 

The electronic device according to claims 9 further comprising: a first protective plate for 
protecting the first display portion; a first second rotating portion for attaching the first protective 
plate to the predetermined long side of the first casing rotatably with respect to the first casing; a 
second protective plate for protecting the second display portion; and a second rotating portion 
for attaching the second protective plate to the predetermined long side of the second casing 
rotatably with respect to the second casing (figure 2). 
[Claim 15] 

The electronic device according to any of Claim 13, wherein the first securing means comprises 
first locking means for locking the first and second casings with the predetermined short sides 
thereof being in contact with each other; and the second securing means comprises second 
locking means for locking the first and second casings with the predetermined long sides thereof 
being in contact with each other (figure 2). 
[Claim 19] 



Application/Control Number: 10/568,609 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2622 

An electronic device comprising: a first casing including a first display portion and having 
adjacent short and long sides; a second casing including a second display portion and having 
adjacent short and long sides; first securing means for securing the first and second casings with 
short sides thereof being in contact with each other; and second securing means for securing the 
first and second casings with long sides thereof being in contact with each other (figure 2). 
[Claim 20] 

The electronic device according to Claim 1, being a portable information terminal (figures 1 and 
2). 

[Claim 21] 

The electronic device according to Claim 9, being a portable information terminal (figures 1 and 
2). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 3-5 and 16-18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to YOGESH K. AGGARWAL whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7360. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM-5:30PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on (571)-272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Y ogesh K Aggarwal/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



